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(Comment: Jon Battle’s wonderfully humorous account of life with his 1937 Ter-
raplane follows in condensed form. To read more about the car and Jon’s adventures, 
I highly recommend his original story, which will appear on the club’s website. Steve 
White)  

By the age of four I was a confirmed old-car 
nut.  I was led down this road to perdition 
by my mother’s 1935 Ford that by 1950 had 
aged badly. Mom despised it, but to me it 
was the coolest thing on wheels.  Its 
wretched condition only added to the ap-
peal.  It was my car!  

In 1951, when she told me the Ford was 
sold, an epic meltdown ensued.  Floods of 
tears, rolling on the floor, pounding of fists, 
and gnashing of teeth. (Did I mention we 
were dining at the home of friends at the 
time?)  

The Ford was gone, but the seed was 
planted.  Fast-forward to 1964, and my 
first car: a 1939 DeSoto.  It wasn't a 1935 

Ford, but it was the correct era. 

Next came a 1948 Stu-
debaker convertible, look-
ing like a refugee from the 
junkyard.  A 1950 Stu-
debaker coupe - a real 
junkyard rescue – followed.  
Then in 1969, at the age of 
23, I really needed some-
thing practical.  So I bid 
adieu to elderly, cantanker-
ous cars and bought a Vol-
vo station wagon. (Yawn.) 

A few months passed and 
“The Hankering” returned. So, I began to study Hemmings Motor News 
intently.  Several possibilities presented themselves, but most mid-
thirties convertibles commanded top dollar.  I wanted such a car, but fig-
ured it would have to be an oddball. 

Continued on page 3 

 

4 year old Jon with 1935 Ford 

1937 Terraplane as it appears today 

Car of the Month 
1937 Hudson Terraplane 

By Jon Battle  
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Region Contacts 
 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers 

President:  Bill Holmes 

(703)644-6890  

wholmes2@cox.net 

Vice Pres: Scott Patton 

(703) 474-6909 

klustr18@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

(703) 754-4668 

pamp.pp25@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

(540) 522-6533 

nancyshudson@msn.com 

Board of Directors 

George Richardson  

(703) 768-1569 

 richardson13@cox.net 

Brandon Bazan 

(703) 361-2492 

bbazan25@gmail.com 

Pete Pandolfi 

(703)754-4668  

Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov 

BRR Website Coordinator 

Bill Holmes 

wholmes2@cox.net 

BRR Sunshine Committee: 

Joann Richardson 

(703) 768-1569 

richardson13@cox.net 

The President’s Page  by Bill Holmes 

September is the highlight of the Bull Run Region’s activity year.  We have 
two big events, first a dinner meeting at the 29 Diner in Fairfax.  Look for 
my special email with details next week.  The new Owner, John Wood, is car 
crazy guy.  The 29 Diner has been hosting Saturday drive ins and they will 
become an official  Bull Run Region supporter.  So come out and join us.  
Then on the 19th is the 40th annual Rohr Antique Car show.  In addition to the 
regular group of antique and classic cars  which normally attend there will be 
a special display of 4 to 6 cars which were part of the Rohr Museum.  Come 
on out and bring your car or just come to enjoy the day.  Scott Patton and the 
meet committee have done a fantastic job putting the meet together.   

We are putting the details together for our fall foliage touring event planned 
for  late October or early November, so look for the details in the October 
edition of the Clutch Chatter.   

Finally we are still looking for volunteers to take on some of the club plan-
ning and execution details.  We really need you to step up so we can continue 
to provide quality club activities.  Here is what we need.   

1) Membership Registration—responsible for keeping the club roster current 
and sending notices for renewals each year.  

2) Program Committee Chair and members to plan the yearly program of ac-
tivities and speakers - work with Club officers. 

3) Club event coordinators to work out the details for a club outing. 

4) Car of the Month committee members to select and write short articles on 
selected members cars - Steve White chairs.  

5) Welcoming committee members to follow up with new members - Dave 
Claveloux chair. 

6) Rohr show volunteers to help out the day of the show - Scott Patton chair.  

7) Volunteers to help with the summer recruiting effort who can go to select-
ed events as ambassadors and distribute club flyers - Charlie and Susan Buhl 
chair. 

8) Sponsorship Coordinator and committee members, head a group who go 
out and get business sponsors for the club. 

Let me know if you can spare the time to help out.  Thanks and hope to see 

you at the next event.   

Bill Holmes, President 

 

 

 

DINNER MEETING TO BE HELD AT THE “29 DINER” in 

Fairfax.  Located at 10536 Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax VA, Sunday, Sep-

tember 13, from 4 to 6 pm.  Details will be provided by email.  

LET’S HAVE FUN with OUR 

ANTIQUE, CLASSIC AND 

OLD CARS in 2015! 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT! 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:klustr18@yahoo.com
mailto:pamp.pp25@gmail.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:joe.a.drago@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
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Car of the Month continued 

Then the revelation: the June, 1971 Hemmings advertised 
a 1937 Terraplane convertible. "Needs paint, canvas and 
usual cosmetic work. $1,500." 

Terraplane!  The very name conjured visions of Holly-
wood stars in streamlined, art deco roadsters.  But when 
the photos arrived, my bubble burst.  Way more was 
needed than the "usual cosmetic work."  The styling was 
bizarre, with lines that curved out where they should have 
curved in, and weenie little rear wheel openings.  And 
that grille! What had the designer been smoking? 

Still, the car appeared straight and mostly complete. And 
this was a "Super Terraplane" with more pizazz than the 
regular cheap-o Terraplane, including a two-barrel carb 
that boosted horsepower to a staggering 101.   

The seller made his living purchasing old American cars 
in Europe and shipping them back to the States. The 
$1500 price, including boat fare from Copenhagen, wasn't 
unreasonable, but not having it, I offered $500. The reply 
came back - and I paraphrase - "don't call us, we'll call 
you".  

Months went by. Then, in early August, surprise! My of-
fer was accepted! (Thanks again for that loan, Dad!) I was 
24 years old and about to embark on my dream car adven-
ture. 

The Terraplane was now in New Hampshire.  Living in 
Connecticut, I decided to "stiff hitch" it home behind my 

miniscule Volvo.  This led to an adventure in terror.  But 
after a day, the Volvo miraculously completed the trip 
with the heavier Hudson still attached. 

I then embarked on my econo-restoration.  Fortuitously, I 
found an old me-
chanic, who would 
rebuild the engine.  
While he labored 
away, I scouted out 
parts, filled rust 
holes, and applied a 
wretched coat of 
green paint.  This 

gave the car a 
unique matte fin-
ish. After more 

mechanical work, I prepared to deal with the top, which 
was in 
shreds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 5 

Minor cosmetic work!? 

Jon’s car during its days in Denmark. 

The basket case arrives in New Hampshire 

September Automotive Trivia Question 

What is the Spirit of Ecstasy?  

See answer on Page 7 
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi:  

 
 
Bull Run Region AACA  
The Clutch Chatter Editor  
6837 General Longstreet’s Line  
Manassas, VA 20109-2225  
My goal is to make this an informative vehicle for keep-
ing Bull Run members informed of Club activities and 
provide some entertainment.  If you know of any up-
coming events, please let me know.  I also encourage 
our members to submit articles on events you have at-
tended, complete with pictures, for publication in the 
Clutch Chatter.  Have not been to an event recently?  
Not a problem.  I would be delighted to receive articles 
on some part of automotive history, description of your 
restoration project or a discourse on a particular skill 
that you would like to share.  The articles do  not need 
to be long usually between 600 and 900 words.  Pictures 
are especially welcome.  Please submit any articles, pic-
tures or ideas to me at  

email: rr4pwp@gmail.com.   

Deadline for Clutch Chatter Submissions: 

25th of each month for inclusion in the next issue. 

 

September Anniversaries 

 

September Birthdays    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALERT: The Rohr  Memorial Car  Meet on Septem-
ber 19 is just a couple of weeks away.  We are looking 
for a number of Bull Run Members to assist with day of 
show activities.  Help will be needed for vehicle regis-

tration, parking, vote tallying, and running the various 
activities such as club store, silent auction, 50/50 raffle.  
If you can help out, contact Scott Patton. 

ALERT: In suppor t of the Rohr  Car  Meet in Sep-
tember, we are looking for a number of award sponsors.  
As in years past, the cost of a sponsorship is $50.  This 
provide either 3 Top 50 awards, 1 Best of Show award, 
or 1 Special award.  The sponsor’s name is placed on 
each award sponsored and on the list of sponsors which 
is announced throughout the show and a copy is in each 
registration package.  Contact Jon Battle if you or some-
one you know is willing to be a sponsor. 

ADVISORY:  Jon Battle is still looking for  two or  
three more people who would like to give a 15-20 mi-
nute presentation at one of our meetings.  October and 
November are available in this year, but presenters for 
early 2016 are also welcome to step up.  You can speak 
on any automotive related topic.  Tell us about your last 
tour or your experiences in restoring your car.  We’d 
love to hear it. 

ADVISORY:  In addition to ar ranging for  speakers, 
Jon is also looking to build up a "library" of videos 
about cars, owned by members, which could be bor-
rowed from them when we have a "movie night".  We 
are looking for TV or movie theatre car ads,  promotion-
al movies (from car companies, insurance companies, 
tire companies, etc.), driving safety films, and so 
forth.  Also, old videos showing car shows from years 
ago.  Maybe even clips from home movies, showing 
Uncle Fred and Aunt Tillie in their new Hupp.   Limit is 
15 minutes per video clip, preferably shorter so we can 
show several of them in one presentation.  We need the 
following info from potential contributors: 
1.  Name and subject matter of the video 
2.  Format (DVD, CD, VHS tape, 16MM movie, etc.) 
3.  Length of the video. (If on a disk with several video 
clips, please list each clip and its length) 
Please contact Jon Battle, detailed@verizon.net or (540) 
364-1770. 

 

  

George & Susan Parker Sep 10 

Ken & Shirley Farley Sep 26 

  

Joann Richardson Sep 2 

Bill Holmes Sep 4 

Susan Scutt Sep 6 

Ray Franklin Sep 16 

Scott Patton Sep 20 

Robert Merchant Sep 21 

William Thomas Sep 26 

Nicki Hudson Sep 28 

Wendy Fike Sep 29 

Member News 
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President Bill Holmes called the meeting to order at 4 pm 
on August 9, 2015 by leading the membership in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Treasurer Nicki Hudson presented 
the Treasurer’s report.  There being no questions George 
Richardson moved to accept the report as read, which was 
seconded by Joann Richardson.  The motion was ap-
proved by unanimous vote.  Vice President Scott Patton 
reported he had completed the audit of the Region’s finan-
cial records for 2014 and found no discrepancies.  George 
Richardson made a motion to accept the audit results, 
which was seconded by Peter Pandolfi.  The motion 
passed by unanimous vote. 
Joann Richardson gave the Sunshine Committee report.  
Thankfully the committee took no actions in the past 
month due to no newly reported illnesses or events. 
Regarding Region activities, Bill Holmes advised the club 
that he accepted an invitation to have our September 
meeting at the Route 29 Diner in Fairfax, VA.  The new 
management is an antique car enthusiast and encourages 
car clubs to hold rallies and cruise in’s at the diner.  The 
diner is located at 10536 Fairfax Blvd., Fairfax, VA 
22030, phone 703-352-0029.  Members are encouraged to 
visit their website at www.29diner.com to get more infor-
mation and view the menu.  The September meeting will 
start at the normal time, 4 pm, and run to 6 pm on Sunday 
September 13.  Dinner is pay as you go if you choose to 
eat at the diner.  President Holmes encourages all mem-
bers to drive their collector cars to this meeting. 
Car Show Chairman, Scott Patton, reported that the com-
mitted is in the final stages of preparation for the Septem-
ber 19 show.  There are still several areas needing addi-
tional volunteers: 
1) Getting a truck to Bill Sessler’s to pick up items need-

ed for the show and bring them to the field. 
2) Sponsors for the awards. 
3) Putting up posters to advertise the show. 
4) Donate items for the silent auction. 
Pete Pandolfi reported that the trophies and awards are all 
ready and special trophies were created for the Rohr cars 
that will be displayed.  Additionally, he reported that the 
volunteer Fire Company, volunteer Rescue Squad and the 
City of Manassas Police have all committed to having a 
display at the show to include their antique apparatus. 
A question was posed regarding whether there will be a 
display poster explaining the history of the Rohr vehicle 
display.  Scott will be looking into putting this together. 
New members Tom McQueen, Jeff & Carol Jordan, Frank 
Mikolajczak and Tom Stralle were introduced.  The busi-
ness part of the meeting was concluded at 4:22 pm.  Jon 
Battle then introduced the guest speaker, Charlie Carroc-
cio who presented a program on the history of the auto-
mobile.  

 

Car of the Month continued 

Armed with a handout from Stitt's auto top company, I 
went to work.  Using remnants of the old top as patterns, I 
cut new pieces from a roll of canvas. Then I'd pin them 
together and take them to be sewed into a section by a fel-
low who made canvas boat covers.  Back home, I'd fit the 
new section to the car, pin on more canvas pieces, and re-
peat the process. Somehow the top got made and tacked 
into place.  I then made the door panels from pseudo-
leather vinyl.  Next, I masked off the chrome and painted 
it white with a spray can. (Much thriftier than chrome 
plating.) 

Finally, the car was done (or as far done as my resources 
would allow).  The Maiden Voyage would be a trip to my 
family's annual reunion in the Adirondacks.  I triumphant-
ly lowered the top and set forth on my first Terraplane ex-
cursion.  The weather was threatening, but it never actual-
ly rained on me.  I encountered only one mechanical prob-
lem that day: a broken fan belt, which I cheerfully re-
placed with one from a Maytag washer.  It was an auspi-
cious beginning to what would be a long and mostly hap-
py relationship. 

I have driven my 1937 60,000 miles over 44 years to plac-
es far and near.  Real chrome plating and a decent paint 
job have improved things, though the car remains a 20-
footer.  That home-made canvas top has survived, except 
the part that blew off during a memorable trip and was 
replaced in vinyl by a friendly auto top guy.  After 8 
years, I think the patch still looks perfectly acceptable. 
Don't you?  

I think you'd agree that I've gotten my $500 worth out of 
the 1937 Terraplane, and my parents aren't going to sell it 
out from under me this time. So I won't have to throw any 
more tantrums. 

The top looks good to me.  How about you? 

Meeting Minutes for July 12, 2015 
by Pam Pandolfi, Secretary 
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Bull Run Region Calendar: 
Sep 13—Bull Run Meeting, 29 Diner, Fairfax, VA 

Sep 19—40th Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Manassas, VA 

Oct 11—Bull Run Meeting, VFW Hall, Manassas, VA 

Nov 8—Bull Run Meeting, VFW Hall, Manassas, VA 

Dec 13—Bull Run Meeting, VFW Hall, Manassas, VA 

Area Calendar: 

Oct 7-10—Eastern Fall Meet, Hershey. PA 

Oct 17-18—Poor Man’s Tour, Shenandoah Region 

Oct 17—Rockville Car Show, Rockville, MD 

 

 

Sep 12  Richard Porter  “Early Mustangs” 

Editor’s Note: Jon  Battle is soliciting speakers for the 

rest of the year. Please consider contacting Jon to get 

scheduled to speak about any antique vehicle related top-

ic – to include discussing your pride and joy, your first 

car, your first restoration, or any technical topic. Got a 

short movie or friend with automotive skills, these re-

sources can be used for a possible presentation.  

As classic automotive enthusiasts, we all enjoy learning 

about the broad history of the automobile.  This month the 

Region was treated to a presentation by Charlie Carroccio 

on the history of the automobile.  You may recognize 

Charlie from his presentations at the AACA National 

meetings.  Charlie is a member of the Society of Automo-

tive Historians and concentrated on the earliest years of 

the automobile in this presentation. 

In the beginning there was nothing, then Bang!, the uni-

verse was formed.  Well, Charlie did not go that far back.  

But as he noted, the history of the automobile, while go-

ing back over two centuries, is really just a small part of 

the overall history of the world.  The invention of the au-

tomobile did, however, bring about a significant change in 

the history of the world.  The first recognized automobile 

was built in 1770 by Frenchman Nicolas Cugnot, serving 

as an Army engineer, 

who produced a steam 

artillery wagon.  While 

control of this vehicle 

seemed to be at issue, it 

was at least self-

propelled.  In the United 

States, the first recog-

nized automobile manu-

facturer was the Duryea 

brothers in 1895.  Amer-

icans can turn anything 

into a competition, so in 

1903 while staying in 

San Francisco, CA, 

Vermont doctor Hora-

tio Nelson Jackson 

took on a $50 bet that 

he could drive across 

the country from San 

Francisco to New 

York City.  Jackson 

immediately went out 

and bought a new 

Winton and hired 

Sewell K. Crocker to 

serve as a mechanic 

on the trip.  The entire 

trip took 64 days, from 

May 23, 1903 to July 

26, 1903.  The doctor won his $50 bet and it only cost 

Special Presentation Schedule  

2015 Calendar of Events and Activities 

Continued on page 7 

Bull Run members listening to 

the presentation August Meeting Presentation 
by Peter W. Pandolfi 

Alice Ramsey and her Maxwell 

Jon Battle introducing Charlie 

Carroccio 
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August Meeting Presentation continued 

him $3,000 to do it.  He 
did have some competi-
tion.  One individual on 
a motorcycle actually 
did the trip quicker, but 
it was not a car.  Anoth-
er male team also at-
tempted the feat in a 
car, but did not beat the 
good doctor and his me-
chanic. 

Many other men tried 
over the ensuing years, 
but in 1909 there was 
something new.  Now a 
woman was going to 
attempt the cross coun-
try trip.  Alice Ramsey 
along with three other 

women were presented with a 1909 Maxwell for the 
effort which was sponsored by the Maxwell company.  
These women certainly met with their fare share of ob-
stacles along the way. 

Of the total 3,200 miles they had to traverse only 152 
were on paved surfaces.  Alice and her companions had 
to change 11 tires along the route, ford streams and 
even remove and clean the spark plugs.  Many of the 
“roads” were not roads at all.  They were nothing more 
than a path through a field.   

The Maxwell company provided a support vehicle for 
the excursion.  This was not just one car.  When close 
to Maxwell dealerships, the dealer sent a support car to 
ride along side for a while.  When dealers were not 
nearby, Maxwell reached out to their customers in the 
area to go out and support the women.  Maxwell also 
had an advance party that would arrange for sleeping 
accommodations along the route. 

The four women successfully completed their mission 
and did so in just 61 days.  In 1975, Alice Ramsey was 
honored by the Automobile Association of America 
(AAA) as their Woman of the Century for her great ac-
complishment. 

Today we often forget about the hardships endured by 
these early automotive pioneers.  What we should never 
forget is that we would not be enjoying the convenienc-
es of today’s vehicles had it not been for those pioneers 
promoting and improving the automobile.  Charlie’s 
presentation was absolutely fantastic and serves as a 
great reminder of those we should thank.  In that light, 
heartfelt thanks to Charlie for visiting our Region and 
giving this presentation, and to Jon Battle for making 
the arrangements. 

 

September Trivia Question Answer: 

The official name of the mascot of Rolls Royce, she 
is the lady on top of the radiator.   It is also known 
as the “Flying Lady” and “Nellie in her Nighty” 
for the model who posed for the sculpture. 

Members in rapt attention  

Charlie Carroccio 

Everyone enjoying Charlie’s wonderful 

presentation 
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